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Darius came to Egypt in 517 B. c. to complete the
conquest of Egypt which his predecessor had begun.
As a first step he executed Aryandes and then set to
reconciling the outraged and wronged Egyptians with
various measures of peace. He took the crown with an
Egyptian name and accepted the Egyptian gods. He
built the famous temple of Hibis in el-Khargah where
he also constructed subterranean conduits for irrigation*
Darayavaush I
Darayavaush I (Darius) had ascended the throne of
Persia but matters did not prove easy and he had to
exert himself first to suppress and win opposition. There
came up considerable opposition and Babylonia, Elam,
Armenia, Media, Egypt, even the home province of Pars
at once revolted against his authority. But it must
be said to the credit of the great genius of Darius that he
did not swerve from the danger but brought each of
the provinces back to the empire and settled accounts
with everyone of his enemies.
Babylonia rose first under a certain Nebuchad-
nezzar III. Two engagements and a siege operation
carried the capital and the usurper was apprehended
and slain, A little later the city revolted again under
a certain Aratha but was soon brought under control
and disajGFection rooted out of the land. Next followed
Elam where a Persian had styled himself an Elamite
prince and donned the Elamite name of Ummanish.
His insurrection was easily put down and the Elamites
disappeared from history. A Mede called Fravaxtish
declared himself Khshathrita, a scion of the family
of Kyaxares, and essayed tp restore the old Median
kingdom. He was caught and brutally executed. In
the home province Vahyazdata held out long and the
king had to bring all his resources to bear him down,
Egypt too was brought to book, as we have seen, and its
satrap Aryandes beheaded. This stupendous task was
accomplished withiix the first few,years of his reign and